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/. Import Recommendation System of Sound Records, Video

Products, and Game Software Act Case
[17-1 KCCR 51, 2004Hun-Ka8, February 3, 2005]

In this case, the Constitutional Court ruled that the provisions at issue
in the Sound Records, Video Products, and Game Software Act requiring
those wishing to import foreign video materials to obtain an import
recommendation by the Korea Media Rating Board constitute a form of
prior censorship and therefore violate the Constitution.

Background of the Case

The Sound Records, Video Products, and Game Software Act ("SVGA"),
for the purpose of restricting foreign imports of obscene or violent video
materials, requires each import of foreign materials to be first recommended
by the Korea Media Rating Board ("KMRB") under penalty of criminal
punishment. The requesting petitioner, for this constitutional review,
imported and distributed foreign video materials without first obtaining the
Korea Media Rating Board's recommendation, and was indicted and fined
by the court. The requesting petitioner, on the one hand, appealed to the
Supreme Court, and filed a motion to request for a constitutional review of
the provisions of SVGA prescribing the import recommendation system.
The Supreme Court requested this constitutional review of those provisions



